Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 05861 151813Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 AF-10 ARA-10 EA-07 EUR-12 NEA-10 
DHA-02 PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-06 /074W 

073009 160419Z/21 

R 151700ZIUL 77 

FM USMISSION GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9250 

INFO 473#$5/USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 5338 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 5861 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, UN 

SUBJECT: NGO CONFERENCE ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS IN THE 
AMERICAS 

1 . JIMMIE DURHAM OF THE INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL, AND ONE 

OF THE ORGANIZERS OE THE NGO CONFERENCE ON DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS IN THE AMERICAS WAS INTER- 
VIEWED ON SWISS RADIO JULY 14. 

2. ACCORDING TO REPORTS RECEIVED BY THE MISSION, DURHAM STATED 
THAT U.S. INDIANS ARE VERY POOR AND TREATED LIKE ANIMALS OR ORJECTS 
BUT NOT AS PEOPLE. HE IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE ACCUSED THE U.S. 

OF PRACTICING GENOCIDE AGAINST AMERICAN INDIANS. 

3. POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ACTION ARE REQUIRED TO 
CHANGE SITUATION OF THE INDIANS, ACCORDING TO DURHAM. 

HE EXPLAINED THAT INDIANS, UNLIKE THE BLACK AMERICANS, 

ARE NOT INTERESTED IN INTEGRATION. INDIANS ARE, HOWEVER, 

INTERESTED IN LAND, WHICH DURHAM SAID IS CONTROLLED BY THE 
U.S. ARMY. 

4. MISSION HAS CONTACTED SWISS RADIO AND EXPECTS 
TO RECEIVE TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROGRAM BY JULY 22, 
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